
The Wildfire Prepared Home™ 
designation program empowers 

homeowners to take science-based, 
proven steps to meaningfully reduce 

wildfire risk to their home and property.

Download the How-To Checklist at

WildfirePrepared.org
and take the first step. 

 

SCIENCE-BASED
PROTECTION 
STARTS WITH YOU.

Developed by the 
Insurance Institute for 
Business & Home Safety 
(IBHS), the program 
follows a systems-based 
approach—addressing 
multiple vulnerabilities 
rather than a single 

action. It guides 
homeowners through a 

defined set of mitigation 
steps and offers a designation 

certificate for those who meet the 
requirements. There are two designation 
levels available —Base and Plus—each 
with specific criteria that must be met 
and maintained. 

Wildfire Prepared Home Designation Levels
1. The Base-Level Designation 
establishes a set of fundamental wildfire 
mitigation measures to help protect 
homes from wind-driven embers—the 
leading cause of home ignitions—and limit 
fire spread to the structure. To earn a Base 
designation, a home must meet all Base-
level requirements, including creating 
the 0–5 Foot Noncombustible Zone, 
upgrading vulnerable building features, 
and maintaining 30 feet of defensible 
space (or to the property line, if closer). 
2. The Plus-Level Designation builds 
upon the Base designation and is often 
achieved through new construction or 
exterior renovations. It includes enhanced 
building features and stricter defensible 
space requirements within 30 feet to 
improve protection against radiant heat 
and direct flame contact. To earn a Plus 
designation, a home must meet all Base-
level requirements, as well as additional 
Plus-level criteria.

https://wildfireprepared.org/wp-content/uploads/WPH-How-To-Prepare-My-Home-Checklist.pdf
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